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ABSTRACT

Indigenous peoples {IPs) play 2 significant part in the protection of the environment.
They are considered as the original “stewards” of the environment — holding the land of their
ancestors in trust for future generations. Past studies showed that the largest biological
resources and ecosystems are found in the ancestral domain inhabited by the iPs. The main
objective of the paper is 0 determine the jevel of environimental awareness of Mangyon
Togabukid high school students in Sibuyan island. The respondents are children of IPs living in
and around the interiors and upland areas of Mount Guiting-Guiting Protected Area — having
the densest forest in the Philippines. A total of 300 Mangyan Tagabukid high school students
from the six public secondary schoals in the three municipslities of Sibuyan island participated
in the survey. The statistical techniques used in the datz interpretation and analysis include
frequency count, percentage, weighted mean, t-test, analysis of variance, and Pearson product-
moment coeffident of correlation. The findings indicate that Mangyan Tagabukid high students
have “much aware” level of environmental awareness in terms of balance with nature,
bicdiversity and stability, pollution, solid waste management, dlimate change, and stewardship.
However, social and economic variables such as gender, religion, family income, school location
are not significantly related to the level of environmental awareness of the respondents. On the
other hand, there is a significant difference on the level of environmental awareness of
different secondary schools in refation to dimale change and stewardship indicators. The
findings provide invaluable inputs in the effective implementation of the National indigenous
Peoples Education (IPED) Policy Framework {DepEd Order No.62, series of 2011), particularly in
providing responsive teaching strategies to the IPs children which will enhance their level of
enyvirgnmental 3wareness yis-a2-vis their (uliuweal identities as well as recognizing  thewr

traditional knowledge, skills, and talents.
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